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In memoriam Prof. Dr. JORGEN SCHWOERBEL (1930-2002) 
JfJRGEN SCHWOERBEL was born in Duisburg-Ruhrort 
(Germany) on 22 January, 1930, as son of the syndic of 
the Chamber of Commerce, Dr. ERICH SCHWOERBEL. His 
mother MARGARETE, n6e KREUZBERG, tended to the 
well-rounded development of her son - and the other 
three children - imparting him values of education and 
the arts. His father was strongly dedicated to the post- 
war rebuilding of his field. 
The second world war also affected the course of 
JORGEN SCHWOERBEL'S education. Sending children 
away was common during the time of the bombardment 
of great German towns. He was sent to the then 
Czechoslovakia. Toward the end of the war, he was 
forced to flee, first to Balingen, then to Biberach, Wfirt- 
temberg (Germany). Finally, he could again attend 
school in his native town. He passed the secondary 
school graduation examination i  1952, belated ue to 
the war, at the Max-Planck advanced secondary school 
in Duisburg-Meiderich. During his school days, he was 
already studying small freshwater animals, e.g. Cyclops, 
and also freshwater mites that would later be a focus of 
his research. 
Immediately after his secondary examination, he 
went to Innsbruck to study zoology, botany, limnology 
and geology. After two terms there, he continued his 
studies in Freiburg im Breisgau ntil graduation i 1958. 
His PhD thesis "C)kologische und tiergeographische Un-
tersuchungen fiber die Milben (Acari, Hydrachnellae) 
der Quellen und Bfiche des stidlichen Schwarzwaldes 
und seiner Randgebiete", was published in 1959, in the 
Supplementreihe of the Archiv ftir Hydrobiologie, 
Vol. 24. It was the first important ecological paper about 
this animal group. 
In 1962, JORGEN SCHWOERBEL became afellow-work- 
er at he Hydrobiological Station at the little Black For- 
est village of Falkau. The station, at first a private insti- 
tution then later a part of the University of Freiburg, in- 
vestigated in addition to Black Forest waters also the 
upper Danube as part of the "Danube" study group. 
Here, J~RGEN SCHWOERB~L dealt with diverse spring- 
and brook biotopes, and made the first investigations 
into the hyporheic interstitial. In 1966, he qualified for a 
lectureship at the University of Freiburg with the paper 
"Das hyporheische Interstitial ls Grenzbiotop zwischen 
oberirdischem und subterranem Okosystem und seine 
Bedeutung ftir die Primfir-Evolution yon Kleinsth6hlen- 
bewohnern", published in 1967, in the Supplementreihe 
of the Archiv ftir Hydrobiologie, Vol. 33. 
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In 1971, the Falkau Station moved to the new Institute 
of Limnology in Konstanz-Egg, located at Lake Con- 
stance where it legally incorporated in 1980. After one 
year, in 1972, J15RGEN SCHWOERBEL was appointed to as- 
sistant professor at the University of Freiburg, keeping 
his professorship also in Konstanz. 
After his qualification for a lectureship, he began his 
lecture programme and became one of the most impor- 
tant teachers of limnology in Germany. He supervised 
over 300 diploma papers and 25 dissertations. At first he 
taught at the University of Freiburg, then after 1980 al- 
ternated between there and Konstanz. 
His lecture programme was very wide. He taught on 
general limnology, limnology of running waters, physio- 
logical ecology of freshwater animals, systematics and 
biology of freshwater animals, applied limnology, 
oceanology, biogeography ofaquatic animals. Addition- 
ally, he organized numerous excursions, regular practi- 
cal courses and seminars, besides about usual subjects 
also about subjects uch as scientific journalism and his- 
tory of limnology. Those who were his students at the 
time report on these excursions with enthusiasm. These 
engaged teaching activities led to the two textbooks, 
"Einfiihrung in die Limnologie" (eighth edition, 1999) 
and "Methoden der Hydrobiologie" (fourth edition, 
1994), both of which were published by Gustav Fischer 
Verlag. 
Several of his exploring journeys led J~RGEN 
SCHWOERBEL to Romania, Chile (Valdivia), Brazil 
(Cuiaba), Iran (Teheran) and India (Delhi). 
In addition to research and teaching, he was active or- 
ganizationally. He was head of the ten-year Steina pro- 
ject, a running water of the Black Forest, was an essen- 
tial participant in the elaboration of the DIN-Norm for 
the assessment of water bodies, for years wrote the re- 
ports on "Biochemistry and Biology" on the limnologi- 
cal field for Springer Verlag and for "Advances of Zool- 
ogy" for Gustav Fischer Verlag, devised study letters for 
correspondence courses and was co-worker in the advi- 
sory commission "Water Research" of the Deutsche 
Forschungsgemeinschaft, alsoduring his retirement. He 
was a member of the editorial board of the journal "Lim- 
nologica", Editor-in-Chief of "Die StiBwasserfauna von 
Mitteleuropa" and actively participated in the establish- 
ment of the series "Limnologie aktuell" from Gustav 
Fischer Veflag. 
JURGEN SCHWOERBEL'S main scientific interest con- 
cerned the limnology of running waters. After T. ORang- 
DAN determined and coined the term "hyporheic intersti- 
tial", it was J~RGEN SC~WOERBEL, who made this habitat 
important for understanding running waters, a perma- 
nent research programme of modern limnology. Where- 
as the contents of his lectureship aper eferred mainly 
to the adaptation of the hyporheic animals to the intersti- 
tial structure, later papers how this habitat's general im- 
portance for running waters. In connection with these in- 
vestigations water mites as important colonizers of the 
hyporheic interstitial remained in the focus of his inter- 
ests. In this way, JURGEN SCHWOERBEL became the most 
important expert in the systematics and ecology of water 
mites, a group that continues to pose riddles concerning 
their ecosystemic role. 
His at least hird working field was the matter cycling 
in running waters. Together with his diploma and gradu- 
ate students he investigated, mainly in the Steina, prima- 
ry production, nutrient uptake, respiration, detritus pro- 
cessing, and effects of xenobiotics. Integrated in these 
investigations were macrophytes, bacteria, macro- 
zoobenthos and fish. He also published about he de- 
composition of organic matter, for example about 
sewage of a brewery in the brook Mettma. Furthermore, 
he applied his interest to the history of limnology. 
With this enormous research programme J~RGEN 
SCHWOERBEL attained a good reputation in limnology, 
becoming a leading German limnologist. His research 
activities led to a rich publication yield of 140 titles, in- 
cluding editorships and repeated editions of his books 
(see GERECKE & Pvscn, Lauterbornia, No. 46, 2003) as 
well as many reviews and lectures. 
In 1958 JOR6EN SCHWOERBEL married INGRD 
SCHREmER. The three daughters from their marriage 
later added seven grandchildren to the family. They 
lived in Radolfzell-M6ggingen near Lake Constance 
where the family life was very harmonious. In his re- 
search, JURGEN SCHWOERBEL was energetically support- 
ed by his wife who also accompanied him to conferences 
and on other journeys. She was indispensable to him 
when he faced two serious illnesses. The last serious ill- 
ness, he did not conquer. He died on 22 November 2002. 
Shortly before his death, the DGL (German Associa- 
tion of Limnology) nominated J~3RGEN SCHWOERBEL as 
an honorary member. Everybody closely acquainted 
with him praised his engagement both as researcher and 
lecturer, and his friendly accomodation tostudents, fel- 
low-workers and colleagues. His judgements were based 
on understanding and profound analysis, along with his 
manifold experiences. Thus, he continued the great and 
good tradition of his teachers. Likewise, he was distin- 
guished by modesty and humility in a time that cannot 
boast of these virtues. As said more than once, he was 
distressed by the relatively minor resonance of limnolo- 
gy in Germany, and was disappointed that this did not 
change after German reunion. 
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